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SUB J : UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA , CONFERENCE 
OF MINISTERS MEETING 

REFS: A. STATE 32074; B. STATE 26242 

THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS RESPOND TO QUESTIONS RAISED PARA 
4, REF A. 

1 . THE EPMG HAS MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENTS REGARDING 
THIS CONFERENCE. THELEADER OF THE ETHIOPIAN DELEGATION 
WILL BE ATO ADDIS ANTENEH, DEPTY COMMISSIONER , PLANNING 
COMMISSION. AS FAR AS WE KNOW, ATO ADDIS HAS NOT 
PARTICIPATED PREVIOUSLY IN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES 
OF THIS TYPE. ATO WOLLE CHEKOL, HEAD OF THE ECONOMIC 
DEPARTMENT.MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHO WILL 
PROGABLY BE THE NUMBER TWO MAN IN THE DELEGATION. 
PARTICIPATED IN THE UNCTAD IV MEETING AT NAIROBI 
AND THE MEXICO CITY CONFERENCE OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. ALTHOUGH THERE WILL 
PROBABLY BE ADDITIONAL DELEGATES EMBASSY DOES NOT KNOW 
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WHO THEY WILL BE. ATO ADDIS IS A VERY SOFT-SPOKEN 
INDIVIDUAL APPARENTLY WITHOUT STRONG VIEWS ON INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES. ATO WOLLE, WHO DEPARTED 
FOR KINSHASA FEBRUARY 13, WILL HEAD THE ETHIOPIAN 
DELEGATION TO THE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE AND EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS WHICH PRECEDE THE CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS MEETING. FOR ATO WOLLE'S VIEWS ON MAIOR 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ISSUES RELATED TO NEW INTERANTIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER, 

PLEASE SEE MEMCON DATED JUNE 21, 1976 (SUBJECT: 

EPMG POSITIONS AT UNCTAD IV). IN ADDITION TO MEMCON 
CITED ABOVE, ALSO SEE MEMCON DATED JUNE 21, 1976 
(SUBJECT: EPMG AT UNCTAD IV: PARTICIPANTS: YOSEPH 
WOLDE MICHAEL, DEPUTY DIRECTOR, FOREIGN TRADE DE- 

PARTMENT.MINISTRY OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY AND 
SHAUN DONNELLY, COMMERCIAL ATTACHE, U.S. EMBASSY). 

2. IN GENERAL, EPMG HAS MADE PRACTICALLY NO PVHIC 
STATEMENTS HAERE RELATED TO GLOBAL ECONOMIC ISSUES/ 

NIEO. THE ONLY OFFICIAL STATEMENT OF WHICH THE 
EMBASSY IS AWARE IS THAT OF ATO TEFERRA WOLDE- 
SEMAYET, ACTING MINISTER OF FINANCE, AT MEETING OF 
WORKING PARTY OF AFRICAN GOVERNORS OF THE IBRD AND 
IMF. THIS STATEMENT IS ATTACHED TO ADDIS A- 109 
DATED AUGUST 13, 1976. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT EPMG 
REGARDS THE ECA CONFERENCE AS AN ESSENTIALLY 
TECHNICAL FORUM. DR. ASHARGRE YIGLETU, ACTING 
MINISTER OF COMMERCE, HEADED ETHIOPIAN DELEGATIONS 
TO UNCTAD IV AND THE MEXICO CITY SESSIONS WHICH. IN 
OUR VIEW, THE EPMG REGARDED AS MORE POLICY 
ORIENTED CONFERENCES. EMBASSY EXPECTS THAT ETHIOPIAN 
DELEGATION WILL PLAY VERY MINOR ROLE AT CONFERENCE. 

TO THE EXTENT THAT INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES ARE 
DISCUSSED.WE ANTICIPATE ETHIOPIA WILL SUPPORT THE 
MORE EXTREME POSITIONS OF THE NON-ALIGNED GROUP. 

THE ONLY EXCEPTION MAY BE ETHIOPIA'S ATTITUDE TOWARD 
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OPEC OIL PRICE INCREASES OF WHICH THE ETHIOPIAN 
GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN VERY CRITICAL (SEE ADDIS 0057). 

3. WITH RESPECT TO PROBLEM AREAS IN OUR ECONOMIC 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM TO ETHIOPIA (PARA 1. REFB ), THERE 
ARE CURRENTLY NO MAJOR OUTSTANDING DIFFERENCES AT 
THE POLICY OR THE PROJECT LEVEL. IN ADDITION, USAID/E 
HAS HAD IMPROVED ACCESS IN RECENT MONTHS TO 
EPMG OFFICIALS SO THAT OUR CONCERN IN THIS AREA HAS 
RECEDED. THERE ARE, OF COURSE, PROBLEMS WITH THE ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM RELATED TO ISSUES SUCH AS DELAYS IN EPMG DECISION 
MAKING, HUMAN RIGHTS AND SECURITY CONDITIONS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE. 
WE PRESUME, HOWEVER, THAT THESE TOPICS WOULD NOT 

BE RAISED BY EPMG DELEGATES. 

4. WE DOUBT THAT THE EPMG DEL WILL SEEK A MEETING 
WITH US DEL. ON THE OTHER HAND. SHOULD US DEL WISH 
TO MEET WITH EPMG DEL. WE BELIVE THIS COULD BE 
EASILY ARRANGED. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

TIENKEN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 15-Feb-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977ADDIS00954 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770053-0872 
Format: TEL 
From: ADDIS ABABA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770242/aaaables.tel 

Line Count: 117 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: b64dcec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION 10 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 32074, 77 STATE 26242 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3324672 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UN ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA , CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS MEETING 
TAGS: OCON, AF, ET, ECA, UN 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/b64dcec6-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



